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May we consult with you at the earliest momen
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On November 19, in Room 4259 of New Nar Departcssnt Building& members
of State, Ner, Navy snd dir Intelligence agencies held ~ seoond Emet1ng
under JIC auspioes 1'or ini'ormal disoussiam of topics of mutual interest&

The meeting opened w1th a statement by.Capt Lang (Office of the Chief
of Naval Operations)& in which he attempted to olarify the Navy's position
in these sessions 'Zhe Navy, he said, did not intend to cosmS eaoh ties with
~ prepared topio for presentation, but rather with questions conoerning trends
notioed during the week an which the Navy would like ths other agenoies' views.
The first of these questions ooncerned the British moving their East Nediter-
ranesn bases to East dfrfoa centering arcsmd Nombssa 1ooording to Navy
sources, this suggestion has ncsv reached the Cabinet level 1'or dsoision snd
is being pushed by high British Srsq& circles over oppositicm by the British
Navy,

State Department, having uo British Empire or Riddle East expert at
the mooting declined to comment Col Ncdlsne& Executive Officer for
Col Ecnis, Ch1ef of IO, said that tho Army was study1ng the feasib111ty
of the British plan auo nsd noted the general lack ui' cosccunication
facilities Except foI an East-Nest road in the Caneroons, asu1 of course
the water, these were exceptionally bsd dsmy (3D') then mentioned that
the British &sight be planning to ocnsolidate a defense position in East
dfrica because of rumored uranium deposits in that area ID, however& doubted
that there would .e sny real abandonment of the Nediterrsnsan area, although
the Sudan was kno&m to be favored by the loser echelons oi' the British drsy
ousmand

d carry-over topio for the noxt meeting ecmrged from this discussion
in that both tho Srmy and Navy representatives were desirous of knowing
State' ~ views an the political pressures for snd agaicust establishment of
~n Bmpire defense system in th1s area

Tbe Navy' ~ second questicm ooncersmd the ability of the French CP
to take over the government of France State noted this for oonsideraticn
at the next Seating The drmy had no ocommnt

The Navy's final question raised the issue of the validity of DS
information on the Russian oil position according to the Navy& ~ highly
placed British source hsd stated that the &itish felt very shaky in their
~stimates cm this Subject This faot had led the Navy to wonder whether

.our Inm Russian oil studies should not be reexecdned I was able to inform
Capt Phelsn of ONI that such a reexamination was in prooese and that the
results thereof wcu14 be made available to him on completion,

Discussicm on these Navy questions was neoessarily limited as Navy had
not informed the other twc agencies in advance, It was agreed 1hat advanco
notificaticm would be given 1n the future,
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Kr. Nelson, Chief of tho Korean Section of DBF (State)& next, took

the floor with a review of the Korean situation which was State's carry
over topic from the pxwvicus meeting The gist of lh Nelson's talk
wss thaC the Korean situation was not bright, but that Soviet domfnatfcm
of all Korea was not a foregone oonolusion Efs talk closely paralleled
sn artfcls on ths smse sub/sot fn the "Eeekly Review" of November 7,
1t its conclusion Col lzmson& who spoke on this topic at ths previous
meeting, cudced Hr. Nelson his opinion of Xfxe alleged Cp plan to dominabe
Korea Hr Nelson said he had heard of ft& but that he doubted ths
Ccomxxxastw& chances of success Capt phelan then asked what the chances
were of our building ~ resistance fn the South strong enough to wfth-
&C&ad Russian pres&axe fran the North Er Nelson replied that,
his opfnion& the ohanoes for so doing were good& but that it was too
early to sey whether or not we had already done so He added Chat hs
assucmd the Navy &mant presmxre short of Russian military oooupatfon&
lfbsn questioned about ths presence of members af the Cozmamist 8th Route
dray fn North Korea, Hr, Nelson said that there were reports to that
effect, but that ff the Chinese were there, they would be less welcome
to the Koreans than the Russians&

Kiss Clare Holt& Chief' of the Pacifio Islzads Seoticn cf DRF& then
spoke ou State's prearranged topic foz ths dsy Mich wss a review of
the situation fn the KEI —a sub)oct whioh had been covered extensively
1n ths Kew York Times of that morning In tbs question period following

L
the proposed agreemsnt bet&&sen the Rspublio of Indonesf ~ snd the Nether-
lands Gcvernm&nt met the Dxdonesfan peoples' dss1re for self-determiua-
ticm, Kiss Holt replied that there was no complete secession provisfac
fn Cfxs agreement and that therefore theoretioally it did not Col Booth
then aslcsd ff the sgreemsnt would be attacked, by Russia ss another
imperialist trick Kiss Holt said that that would be diff'foult ff the
~greement wexw signed by as rabid a aationalist es Soekarno, The chief
stumbliag block to msioable relations in the KEI was ths attitude of
ths Dutch troops many of whoa wers trigger happy&e The Navy then asked
what she thought of morale fn ths Netherlands with regard to mflitazy
service fn the KEI ~ Eisa Holt replied that service in tha Indies was
attractive to people ia ths Kscfxerlends beoause of the ocmparatfvely
higher standard af 11viag aC ths present Cfms Oa the other hancl& she
said& ths Dutch ycmth who fought fn ths underground against ths Nazis
might question the validity of sny suppressive aotion they might be
oalled upoa to perfbrm Ebon asked about opposition to the agreemeat
fn the Netherlands& lffss Holt said that the oonserraCfves were against
ft aad that a politioal storm was brewing& lmt that it would probably
be ratified by a ~orfty& The ooneerratives were against it& shs said&
for trsdftional reasons assmg which was a desire to protect the1r fnvest
swats XSxea asked ff the Indcossisa Bepublf o was desirous of encouraging
1ndspendent foreign eoonomio relations, Hiss Holt said definitely yes
~nd that fuCure 1ntallfgenoe plannfmg should exzviaion a study on ths
pros and oons of this issue&
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Ths Intelligence Division's topic for discussion was the situation
an the northern Greek border, Col NcDowell of ID said that he felt the
Soviets wanted Greece and that he would like to have the other agenoiesr
views on ths strength cf the promommunist foroes in the north of Greeos
ICD had been inSorsmd that the irmy would speak cm Greece, but had been
unable to obtain a Greek expert from DRE ~ This subject, therei'ore, also
was noted as a carry-over for next week. Capt Lang' ~ view on tbs Greek
situation was that he i'elt the reports were exaggerated Col NcDowell
did not think they were,

To summaries ths carry~sr topics for State coverage at the next
meeting, these are (1) The ability of ths French CP to take over tbs
Govermcent; (2) the political pressures for and against estsblishsent
of sn Empire Defense system in East Jfrical and (S) the extent cf pro-
Cosmunist forces in Northern Greece

If, in addition, the Srmy and Navy ini'orm State in ad~ance of
~everal other questions that occur to &em during the weeks aud if
we produoe another "hot" tcpio, the oounoil chamber will be overflowing.
On tbe other hand, it can be seen from tbe 1'oregoing questio3m that they
cover a wide variety oi' cress and, to do tham justice in answering
requires considerable expertise in each field, These meetings, of
course, are still in the preliminary scage and the chances are that the
mcsber uf questions will diminish when these initial topics of o'oviously
continuing interest hsv» been treated The gain to Stats o thsse meetings
is scull, coming as it does largely thru what can be picked up cf the
other agencies' i'rames ci' m~~ in discussion State, however, must be
cf considerable service to them since the questions to date have been
almost exclusively political, end State's role has been virtually that
of the i'inal court of appeal
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